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Syllabus: 8th Grade Social Studies 
 

Desert Mountain School, 2019-2020 
 

Mikulas Pstross 
Email: Mikulas.Pstross@dvusd.org | Phone: 623-445-3562  

Website: dvusd.org/domain/10048 
 
 

Course Description 
 

Welcome to 8th Grade Social Studies! We will study the foundations of the United 
States and key events that shaped its history in the 20th century. We will draw 
connections between past events and the big questions that our society faces today. 
Be prepared for interactive classes with many questions asked and answered!  
 
We will cover the following topics: The American Revolution, the building of the New 
Nation, United States Constitution, Rise of Totalitarianism and causes of World War II, 
World War II, Postwar United States, the Korean War and the 1950’s, Civil Rights, the 
Vietnam War, the Cold War, and Contemporary United States. Additionally, we will 
analyze the role of the government and key economic terms. The students will also 
prepare for the Arizona Department of Education Civics test, which is required in 8th 
grade. 
 
 

Study Materials 
 

We will utilize diverse sources, such as texts, maps, pictures, audio, and 
video related to what we will be learning. Parents can contact the teacher 
if there are any concerns regarding the use of video clips and films in the 
social studies class. 
 
Physical copies of the textbook, Discovering our Past: A History of the 
United States (Appleby and colleagues, 2014), will be available to students 
in the classroom. Additionally, the students can access the textbook electronically 
using their DVUSD account. 

 
 

        Materials 
 
Students are asked to purchase for the class the following materials: 

 
 Two composition notebooks, wide ruled, 9¾ in by 7½ in, 200 pages. 
 1½ inch 3-ring binder (for storing handouts each quarter). 
 Regular pencils and colored pencils and erasers. 
 Black or dark blue pens. 
 Highlighters. 
 A roll of tape 
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Class Policies 
 
7th and 8th Grade class Syllabus. Please carefully review the 7th and 8th Grade class 
syllabus for policies regarding grading, behavior expectations, assignment 
expectations, plagiarism/ cheating, and other important guidelines.  
 
The following is expected of each student: 
 

 Have your class materials with you every day. 
 No electronic devices are to be used without the teacher's permission. 
 Disrespectful or foul language has no place in the classroom.  

 
Grading of Assignments. Each submitted assignment must have the student's full 
name, date of submission, and the name of section (e.g. "Social Studies 1"). Students 
must write legibly. Assignments submitted late will result in reduced credit. Grades 
will be posted in PowerSchools to allow students and parents/guardians to keep 
track of the students' progress. 
 
Weighted Grades. Grades will be weighted by category: 
Tests and quizzes: 60%  Projects: 25%  Classwork/Homework: 15%  
 
Canvas: The class will utilize Canvas to manage the submission of some assignments. 
 
Test Retakes. Students are allowed to request to retake a test (except for benchmark 
or standardized tests) during Response to Intervention (RTI), upon consultation with 
the teacher. In order to be able to retake a test, a student must turn in all work from 
the given unit. Additionally, the student will be asked to create a graphic organizer to 
demonstrate their effort to prepare for the retake.  
 
Absences. Students who were absent are responsible to copy notes from another 
student. They are also responsible for contacting the teacher upon their return to 
school to discuss what assignments they have missed and to set deadlines for 
submission. For each day missed, students will have one day to make up work. Work 
submitted passed the deadline will be considered late and may result in reduced 
credit. (Long-term assignments must be submitted on their due dates regardless of 
whether the student was absent).  
 
Notebook. Students are required to write notes in an organized Composition 
notebook and to keep all information up-to-date. Additionally, they are required to 
maintain a 1½ inch 3-ring binder for handouts from Social Studies. 
 
 

Thank you for reading the Syllabus. 
Students, let's make it a great year! 



Please take off this page and return it signed to Mikulas Pstross by Monday, Aug. 12.  
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Thank you for reading and going over these policies with the student. Please sign & date 
below to acknowledge that you have read the syllabus and agree with its content.  
 
Please return this page only – thank you! 

 
Sincerely, 

  
Mikulas Pstross 
 
 
 
 
We have read – and agree with – the policies described in the 8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus, 
which include, among others, the retake policy for tests, and the policy regarding the use of 
electronic devices. We understand that students will be viewing content-related video clips and 
films and that parents/guardians can contact the teacher with any concerns regarding the use 
of videos in class. We have also reviewed the 7th and 8th Grade Syllabus. 
 
 
 
________________________________________    
Student Name 
 
 
________________________________________   _______________________________________________  
Class Section     Parent/ Guardian Name 
 
 
_________________________________________   ________________________________________________ 
Student Signature    Parent/ Guardian Signature 
 
 
_________________________________________  _________________________________________________ 
Date      Date 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________ 
      [optional] Parent/ Guardian Phone # 
 

   
 _________________________________________________ 
 [optional] Parent/ Guardian email address 

 
 
 


